Funding work tn Zimbabwe - answering Your questions

How can TB Alert be sure funds are being used for the purposes
they are inkended?

we recelve vegular and detaileo veports on expenditure from the
T® Alert tratned staff, and when they visit our doctors are given
full access to vecelpts and other records. In addition we
frequently corvespond with doctors from Friends of
Murambinda Hospital (another UK alxletg which supports other
aspects of Murambinda’s work) who have spent consioerable thme
at the project and still visit on a vegular basis. while we can
never say we have mitigated all visk, we are confident that the
money we provide to Murambinda Ls as safe as any other grant
we make to a oeveloping country project.

Would it not be more cost effective to spend the money in
another country?

TB Alert is a small charity with extremely limited budgets, and
we could ensily switch support elsewhere. Mawny charities have
downe this. However as long as we still can work at Murambinoa,
we feel we have a woral obligation to oo so. T® is a public health
lssue. For every tnfectious patient we treat, we can prevent them
from passing on T to another 15-20 in a year. For every
patient who completes thelr treatment we can prevent them
developing drug resistance (and thew passing that on to others).
TB Alert’s support has been reviewed each year in Light of the
worsening situation, and we are still clear that owr help is both
needed AND effective.

Wown't the money | give be worthless with curvent
levels of tnflation?

nflation in Zimbabwe Ls running at over 1
million percent . However USH are being
exchanged tn the country and our money is paio
to a UK-based dollar account held by the hospital which keeps
funds as ‘real” money, and acts as a hedge to vising Local
inflation. TB Alert also keeps a contingency budget for the project
tn case probolems arise.

Stop Tuberculosis Worldwide

A final word from Dr Monlica Glenshawe:

“Zimbabwe continues to hit the news headlines because of
political instability, viclence and economic detertoration. It
can be tempting to tun off, and write off the whole nation
of Zimbabwe. It can be difficult to remendber that, for better
or worse, Life here goes on. n Buhera district the
agricultural cycle of ploughing, planting and waiting
anxiously for the rains continues. The cyele of Life
continues, anod with poor nutrition, the lives of people tn
Buhera become even move fragile. The needs of people
contlinue, but against extreme economic problems they
become more difficult to meet. with T® Alert’s help we can
keep our TB service running, and gradually tmprove it.
This year we will treat over 1,000 people of T® and prevent
them from spreading the disease to friends and family.”
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